
A U T H O R :  S I X T E N  H I N N O V  

WRITING AN ESSAY 



TYPES OF ESSAYS 

• An essay is a piece of formal writing which discusses a 
particular issue, situation or problem. 

• For and against essays present both sides of an issue. For 
example advantages and disadvantages. Each point 
should be supported by justifications, example, and/or 
reasons. Your opinion is only in the final paragraph. 

• Opinion essays present the writer´s personal opinion, 
clearly stated and supported by reasons and/or 
examples. The writer´s opinion is in the introduction and 
also restated in the conclusion. 

• Essays suggesting solutions to problems, in which 
problems are analysed and possible solutions are 
presented, together with expected results.  

 



A GOOD ESSAY SHOULD CONSIST OF: 

• an itroductory paragraph in which you clearly state 

the topic to be discussed; 

• a main body, in which points are clearly stated in 

separate paragraphs and justified; 

• a closing paragraph summarising the main points of 

the essay, in which you state/restate your opinion, 

and/or give a balanced consideration of the topic. 



POINTS TO CONSIDER 

• Present each point in a separate paragraph. A well 
developed paragraph contains a clear topic 
sentence, which summarises the contents of the 
paragraph, as well as a clear justification, 
explanation or example in support of the point 
represented. 

• Quotations, rhetorical questions or thought-
provoking statements always make it more 
interesting. 

• Formal style (advanced vocabulary, passive voice, 
formal linking words/phrases, complex sentences, 
no spoken language!) 



PARAGRAPH PLAN: FOR AND AGAINST 
ESSAYS 

• Introduction 

• Paragraph 1 (state topic without stating your opinion) 

• Main body 

• Paragraphs 2-3 (arguments for and justifications, 

examples or reasons) 

• Paragraphs 4-5 (arguments against and justifications, 

examples or reasons) 

• Conclusion 

• Final paragraph (balanced considerationd or opinion) 

(Opinion words: I think, I believe, In my opinion only 

here!) 

 



PARAGRAPF PLAN FOR OPINION ESSAY 

• Introduction 

• Paragraph 1 (state topic and your opinion) 

• Main body 

• Paragraphs 2-3 (viewpoints and reasons/examples) 

• Paragraphs 4-5 (opposing viewpoint and 

reason/example) 

• Conclusion 

• Final paragraph (summarise/restate your opinion) 



PARAGRAPH PLAN FOR SOULUTIONS 
TO PROBLEMS ESSAYS 

• Introduction 

• Paragraph 1 (state topic and its causes/effects) 

• Main body 

• Paragraphs 2-3 (suggestions and results) 

•                                    Conclusion 

• Final paragraph (summarise your opinion) 
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