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A Laumn Hill | |
Both my parents are doctors ~ m}r mum’s a GP and my

dad’s a surgeon. So, as a child, T think it seemed natural
to me that I too would study medicine at college, and go
on to have a career as a doctor. But my parents certainly
never suggested that they would want me to carry on the
family tradition, and [ think they were secretly pleased
when, after university, I wandered first into a university
teaching job and then into company law. Things definitely
worked out for the best because 1 wouldn't have coped

with the unsociable hours my parents worked nor with the

enormous responsibilities. There are times, though, when
I wonder what being a doctor would have been like. If only
so at parties I could receive admiration and respect, instead
of beiﬁg regarded as uninspiring and unimaginative.

B Zoe Ha:kmlnsh .
My dad started his business back in 1980, He buys and sells

fruit and vegetables - not to customers on the street, but to
other traders. It's a business-to-business operation. When
I was a student, I was broke, so my'dad offered me a part-
time j-‘:}h to help with my finances. [ accepted. But it wasn't
until I.was in my mid-twenties that I decided to join the
family business. After completing my degree, I worked in a
number of PR firms in different roles for a while. I wanted
to gain some experience in other fields first, and this has
allowed me to bring a fresh perspective to the business.
When 1 suggested joining the family company, my dad
was really surprised. He actually tried to put me off at
first = he knows more than anyone how much hard work
is involved, not to mention the long hours, whereas my
mum tried to talk me into a high-status career, such as
medicine or accounting, like all my friends. They're both
convinced I made the right decision now, though.

C Max Hnwarﬂ _ |
For many pec:ple bfeakmg into the desn*able w:::rrld Df5'

telemsmn Can Eeem 1mpc1551ble and it can seem that_:-; S

were determined, however, that 1 shc.-uld make it on my

own and deliberately avoided opening any doors for me. | i
I studied journalism and had a brief spell as a TV news "

reporter on a local TV station. I now work as a producer .
for an independent TV pmduchnn company. The world of
media has changed enormously since my parents’ day but

their skill in finding the heart of an issue and presenting g |

as a compelling story is still very relevant. I've taken after
my parents in that respect, as I 'seem to have a naturali_

talent for this.

D Rob Wilson |
My father is a private investigator, specialising in trackmg;-

down people selling fake designer goods. From the age

of twelve, I was enlisted to make undercover buys from T

market traders. I would buy T-shirts and sunglasses and

I would get paid for that. It seemed like the easiest way in.

the world to make money but it never occurred to me that
this early training would be so valuable. My dream was to
become a stand-up comedian, which I had some success
at, but not enough to pay the bills. Through one of my
dad’s contacts I started working as a private investigator in
the field of intellectual property and copyright. Eventually
I set up my own business specialising in protecting the
rights of musicians and other artists. At that time I didn’t

understand how important my father’s reputauc:rn wmu]d |
be for my success - people trust me. |

presenter and mj,r mﬂther made TV dn-:umentanes They i



